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bridge, so that vessels could anchor in front. The
ground-floor consisted of workshops and warehouses: in
the first were the bedrooms of the resident merchants,
above were the kitchens. Behind the house were
mighty cellars, and above these again the " Schutting,"
a large windowless space used as a council chamber.
Opening thence was the kitchen garden.

Every "garden" was inhabited by at least ten
"families," each of whom had a husband as chief
superintendent and magistrate, to keep order among
the younger members and apprentices. As a rule the'
"family" came from the same Hansa town. The
faults of the very young were punished by flogging,
those of the apprentices by fines or imprisonment. In
the summer the heterogeneous " families " dined alone,
in the sad wintertime they all met in the""Schutting,"
but ate at separate tables. At a fixed hour everyone
had to rise and go to bed.

Superintending the entire factory was a grand
council, composed of two aldermen, eighteen mem-
bers, and a secretary, who had to be a doctor of laws.
When conflicts arose between the different members
of a family, or between residents and travellers, the
matter was referred to the aldermen for decision.
Grave cases were sent up to the Hanseatic diet. The
aldermen had further to watch over trade, taxes, and
all that regarded the business transactions of the
colony.

In its time of greatest prosperity the factory at
Bergen counted about three thousand souls, all vowed
to celibacy, which was imposed on them under most
severe penalties. The fear was that union with the